Historic District Commission 
January 19, 2012

Minutes

In attendance; Tracy Veillette, Doug Chabinsky, Tom Grella, Jamie Ramsay and
Sue Clark and Jim Edmond, Neil Benner
Called to order at 7:05pm. 

Minutes of December 15. Jamie, Sue and Jim step down because they were not present for this meeting. The approval of the minutes is held over until February 16th due to the fact that there is not a quorum present to approve.
Old Business: Christy Day Fire escape from 2nd floor Motion made by            

Jim To un-table seconded by Tom all in favor, application is un-tabled.         

Jim makes a motion to deny the application because she hasn’t gone through the ZBA and this application needs to be acted on. Seconded by Neil, all in favor motion to deny is passed.
Discussion 117 Boston Post Rd. Doug Allen rear window in Barn

Jamie gave a brief history of the situation with the rear window. Mr. Allen is anxious to put this behind him. He would like to resolve this with a more appropriate window. The bottom window is actually a horse stall. The plan was to replicate a horse barn. The window above, he would like to present as a slider, he is concerned as to what this will look like from a distance. Simulating divided light would be an option. He would like to put a pillar in the middle of the window replicating a barn door. This window is on the west side of barn the approx. size is 9 feet wide by 3 feet high. The interior is a large family room. There is also a door on the rear side leading to the garage. Jim states that an original New England barn would have very little glass, small and few windows; this window is certainly bigger than they would approve. Jim asks if there is another large window to the right of the garage in the front of the house. Mr. Allen states that there is however that window does not have mutton bars and is all glass. Jamie states that the lower door gives the appearance of a live stock door.  Mr. Allen would like to cut through the door and then it could be opened. Jamie was thinking more of an iron gate. Tracy asks what was in the rear of the barn. Mr. Allen says that there were not any windows. Tracy says that ideally she would like to see it go back to the way it was, but is willing to come to a compromise and understands that mistakes were made. However, they need to understand that this is not a barn but is used as living space. Doug Chabinsky states that a post in the middle would be appropriate and it would add depth and would be seen as 2 separate windows. Jamie would like Mr. Allen to put pencil to paper and see what ideas he could come up with and what they would look like. Jim would like to have Mr. Allen put pencil to paper and try a lot of ideas, even rough sketches, that way they would take a couple of meetings to review them. Tracy says the more ideas that he can bring in the more helpful it would be.  Tom would like Mr. Allen to put a piece of cardboard over the window, providing a physical appearance from the outside of how the window will be and they could view it on their site walk.  
Jamie asks that the time line be as quickly as possible, he doesn’t want this to drag on. Mr. Allen will be put on the calendar for February, with a site walk on February 11th.  Something would need to be submitted prior to the meeting cut off of January 26th, it can be pictures, but documentation would also be necessary for the record.  
Courthouse Road Construction; Tom gives a brief summary of the road construction on Courthouse Rd., there will be 4 catch basin leading to 1 manhole. The intent is that when the engineering is complete they will bring it to the HDC. On Pierce Lane the goal is that all the water will flow to Peirce Common. The road will be ground up and taken away if this is not done the road will be raised 4 inches. Jim asks if there will be stripping, and Tom response no as there is not any currently. This item will be put on agenda for February; if it is not ready they came table it until March.   
Doug would like to discuss the satellite dishes, generators and the propane tanks that are popping up everywhere in the village. In the regulations, it states that these items will be fenced or screened. Jim states that these should come before the HDC and Jamie states that this is not required as it is in the regulations, but agrees that they should have to. Sue reads through the regulations and reads #8 Streetscape #8.5. (pg 6) man-made decorative objects, antennas, etc. “may be ordered to be concealed” Therefore, the HDC can “order it to be concealed”. There needs to be a trigger for these applications to come before the Commission. Jim reads #8 and thinks that it should be specific as to the items it covers; ventilation units, satellite dishes, generators, central air conditioners, roof vents, solar panels, metal caps and chimney liners, these items should be brought before the commission. Jamie thinks that we will see a lot more installation of generators in the future. Jim would like to update the regulations showing the above items.  

Motion to adjourn made by Jamie
Seconded by Jim, all in favor, adjourned at 8:20pm.
