Amherst Conservation Commission Minutes 

Amherst Town Hall – November 13, 2011

Meeting called to order at 7:03 PM by John Harvey

Attendance: John Harvey, Bill Wichman, Rich Hart, Gary Cole, Jack Gleason, Anne Krantz, Alternates Bruce Beckley, Daryl DeAngelo.  Bruce designated to vote for Jim
Minutes:  Minutes from Oct. approved as sent.  

Treasurer – Bill:

Land Accounts (Sunapee CD + Hampshire First)      $ 364,921.50

Gift Account                                                                $   10,645.55

Trail Grant Donations                                                 $        210.15

Budget Remaining (FY2012)                                      $     6,645.97
A bill was received from NHACC for $510.00 – payment was approved.  Anne attended the NHACC conference for $45

Planning Board – Rich 
1. The PB passed a site plan for the rebuilding of the burned Amherst Plaza.  Rich noted that the landscaping included all new plantings and trees, except for three Crimson King Norway maples.  Rich raised objections for retaining of these invasive trees listed on the Prohibited List of the NH Dept of Ag. Members objected to this idea, so he is now collecting data and evidence to present at their next meeting of the PB on Dec. 7. ACC members urged to attend. Discussion of the Norway maples on the Amherst commons ( secretary’s note:  maybe ACC can work with the Garden Club to make a presentation and request to the Historical District, as they have jurisdiction over trees in the Village).
2. Class 6 Rd at Founders Landing that goes from North St., crosses two Founders Landing  house lots and terminates on Lyndeborough Rd.  The builder/developer is seeking the Selectmen’s support and sponsorship of a Warrant Article to discontinue a portion of the road, and substitute 3 parking places to access the trails.  This topic was tabled until later in the meeting.

WRMP for Lot 7-83-10, 26 Boston Post Rd., owners Archie and Kim Mobley – Presented by Tim Ferwerda/Meridian.   Mr. Ferwerda explained that the PB is requiring that proposed shed be built on a slab, thus he has revised the WRMP to include infiltration trenches to capture the roof runoff. Discussion. Motion to accept, 2nd, passed unanimously.

Plans & Permits
· DES approval for the Freestyle Farm dam outlet
· Intent to cut at 335 Boston Post Rd., owned by William Goerlic (4-97-3) to harvest 1.5 acres of pine – logger is Brad Sullivan.

Meadow Management – Jack

1. Skip Lyle came and worked with Jack to correct the buckling pipe at the beaver deceiver at Joppa pond.

2. Joppa field clearing went very well thanks to Lee and his two energetic & muscular workers! There are 15 -20 pine trees on the opposite side of the field to be cut – it was part of the grant.  Jack will check to see if he can get an extension.

3. Bragdon – Jeff Taylor finished the invasive treatment and it looks great.  However the Oct storm dropped some large trees along the edges that will need to be removed.  Jack mentioned that the Pacquettes, who live in the farmhouse, would like the huge oak that fell along the lower edge of the field near their house.  All agreed OK.

4. Wood ash application to lower Bragdon - Jack reported that the potassium has risen from 38 to 211 (optimum is 170 – 280) so the ash is working.  It is alkaline and raised the pH slightly.

Another truckload of about 30 tons is scheduled to be spread  this fall for $600 - $700.
5. Joppa South – the hidden stumps that were covered with bittersweet vines made it very difficult for Mike to brush hog the field, so one day he went up there and pulled them out – they were partially decayed which made it a lot easier.

6. Upper Bragdon – because of the scheduled invasives treatment, the area was not cut this year.  This was included in the grant, but Jack will see if the funds can be used on another field.  All agreed that this was  practical  at this late date.

Levasseur Land Donation (Lot 25-10-001)

Anne moved and Gary 2nd that the Commission go into Executive Session (about 8:00 PM) to discuss this land matter. Approved.  Bill moved, seconded, to exit the Ex Session at 8:10 – approved.

OHRV Ordinance
Bill did not have time to develop the list of ACC properties where snowmobiling would be OK.

He will email to members ASAP.  Discussion of the evolving Selectmen’ position; they and the police dept initiated the idea of a legal and enforceable ordinance in response to citizen complaints. However, now some question the need.  The list is the next step.
Trails – storm damage update
Bill has not been out to check, but Daryl found extensive damage – Dacquino. Bill noted that the bike club ought to clean up the red and blue trails at Hazeltine, and that there are no formal trails in Caesar’s Brook and we are considering some logging work on Dacquino. Members urged to check trails.
Bruce has been clearing at Pond Parish and has about another day of work to finish.

Bruce mentioned that at is presentation about the ACC to the DAR he got questions about the 
prospect of a riverside/streamside trail from Cemetery Fields to the High School, crossing Currier land. Discussion of obstacles and permissions needed for passage over private lands to establish a Town-wide trail system. The DAR presented him with an honorarium of $100 for ACC education efforts.
Trail Grant – Bill explained that thanks to private donations there is about $500 remaining that will be used for remaining signs and trail markers.

Class VI Road at Founder’s Landing - Resumed Discussion
ACC does not support the proposed warrant idea to discontinue a portion of the Class VI through the two house lots in the development, as that would effectively block the use of the road and trail. The proposed swap for 3 parking spaces serves no purpose as that is not where the public accesses the trail that goes from North St to Lyndeborough Road.  Gary suggested another alternative would be to move the road onto conservation land to the west, but there is slope and ledge up there.  Bill moved and Gary 2nd that ACC inform the Selectmen that we do NOT support the abandonment of any Class VI Road.  Discussion – Gary pointed out that the voters strongly turned down discontinuing this Class VI in 200?  Motion unanimously approved.
After the vote Dwight posed the question “Is relocation abandonment?”  ACC – this is a legal point.

Grant Management – Bill
Due to the difficulty of tracking grant expenditures that may continue from one year to the next, Bill asked for a more formal procedure. In the future Jack will give Merrie Howe copies of grants that he applies for, once approved.  She will than inform the Selectmen so they can vote to accept according the legal requirement. (They are simply called ‘Small Grants’ on the checks to the town). 

Zoning/Planning Office re-organization – 

John announced that Charlie Tiedemann is retiring at the end of December. Discussion of implications.  Bruce, voting for Jim, moved that ACC express its strong opinion that the Zoning Administrator’s enforcement role be maintained.  Bill 2nd. Discussion.  Vote; unanimously approved.

Round Table
Rich reported that for the first time in 200 years salmon were released into the Souhegan – about 40 fish.  There is interest and hope that videos about the biodiversity of the Souhegan can be made – maybe a Souhegan Senior project idea.

Anne - thanks for sponsoring attendance at the excellent NHACC meeting; attended 4 sessions: the changes to the NH Shoreland Protection law, River channels and dams, Water quality, and Historical resources.

John – gave Jack a nice NH Bird book sent to ACC
Gary – said the leaf app for I phones is great

Bill – confirmed to pay Ann the full $45 for the conference

Bruce – pointed out that there is no proposal for a land protection Warrant Article for 2012

Reminder that the December meeting is always the first Sunday – Dec. 4, 2011

Meeting adjourned at 9:45.

Respectfully submitted,

Anne Krantz, secretary
