Amherst Conservation Commission Minutes 

Amherst Town Hall – January 8, 2012

DRAFT
Meeting called to order at 7:04 PM by John Harvey

Attendance: John Harvey, Bill Wichman, Rich Hart, Gary Cole, Jack Gleason, Anne Krantz, Alternate Bruce Beckley, Selectman Dwight Brew 
Bruce voting for Jim

Chair announcements – Tom Carr from Meridian Land Survey will not attend

Minutes:  Minutes from December approved as sent.
Treasurer – Bill No report as the statement has not been received. However, the Operating budget from the town has a deficit of $349.00   Bill suggested moving up to $2,000 from the Gift Account to the Budget Account.  Approved.
Following is to be annexed to the Minutes of the ACC meeting of 8 January 12:

ACC Land Account       $ 336268.13
ACC Gift Account              12773.36
Working Budget               (     349.30)   will be supplemented by transfer of $2000
                                                              State grant from Gift A/c
Planning Board – Rich
PB will hold a suitability hearing for the Limbo Lane affordable housing proposal on Jan 18.

Lot line change granted to John Dunn on Spring Rd so that he complies with the requirements for Current Use Tax  and create ‘contiguous’ lots.

Plans & Permits – John reviewed DES correspondence & other:
Hidden Pond Workforce Housing – Alteration of Terrain permit

Beach proposal at 13 Clark Island – denied

100 Christian Hill – enforcement action

Free Style Farm – Intent to Cut on Hammond lane – done.

101 A, Lot 2-106 - conversion of restaurant to retail

Guest Brad Knight owner of 12 Stearns Rd., Map 4-65-1, 57.2 acres (formerly Brewster Fields)

with Steve Keach of Keach-Nordstrom and Peter Schauer.
To discuss his DES wetland application for stream bank stabilization work.

 He plans to use ‘hard armoring’ - install stone to control erosion to impact 9,562 sq feet which amount to about 1/3 of the river bank that he owns or 1,300 linear feet; ¼ mile.

Although the Commission does not sign standard Dredge & Fill wetland permits he is looking for ACC support.  Discussion – Rich wants to know what happens during floods when the river will go over the top of the low bank?  Won’t it wash out from behind, and release the huge retaining stones down river?  Ans. - the expectation is that natural vegetation will grow in the cracks between the stone and hold it in place; also there will be a layer of dense material along the top to support vegetation and hold it all together. 

Gary moved that the Commission approve the plan as presented; Bill 2nd.  Continued discussion.  Vote:  6 Yes, 1 Abstention
Founders Landing Petition Warrant Article to discontinue the Class VI Rd from the Founders Way to Lyndeborough Rd.   Mike Foisie owner and Ken Clinton, Meridian consultant, reviewed the process to date including the walk by ACC members Harvey, Wichman, Gleason, Hart & Krantz on Dec 14. No formal meeting or action by ACC before Selectmen’s meeting the following Monday.   Selectmen want ACC opinion. Discussion:  Bruce asked whether the 3 parking spaces would be in the Class VI public land to the north of Founders Way road – Yes. The discontinuance would begin at that line.  Dwight asked if the stated 100 foot house setbacks on the 2 house lots where the right-of-way crosses are the problem – Yes. 

Dwight noted this could be a precedent setting action to simply discontinue this Class VI road. 

Bruce asked if logging trucks would be able to use the North Street Class VI extension, which will be the emergency exit for the development, and the access spur to the ACC Wilkins Land? Yes as the Town will retain its right to access the Class VI road to the point where it intersects the ACC Wilkins Land.
Anne asked if the Warrant Article wording could be changed at this point as it has already been signed by the 25 required supporters.  Yes – can be changed at Deliberative Session

Continued discussion

Bruce moved that ACC accept the Warrant Article # ____ as presented by owner Mike Foisie. Bill 2nd. Discussion – 
Ken Clinton added that Mr. Foisie will amend the Warrant Article during the Deliberative Session to include the words:

"Mr. Foisie, owner, will provide equipment and resources to build a trail to connect the new parking lot to through Wilkins Land to Lyndeborough Road. “  More discussion.
Vote: 5 Yes, 2 Abstentions

OHRV Ordinance – John presented Final Draft for final review and corrections – a few noted.

Anne moved and Jack 2nd that the final corrected version be approved. Discussion.  John asked how to include Bill’s annotated trail list that gives reasons for not permitting OHRVs on excluded trails.  Suggestion that it be incorporated in the minutes; John will send to Anne for inclusion in Jan minutes.   Vote - Unanimously approved.

Lyndeborough Rd repaving and improvements – Bill

Bruce Berry asked Bill to look at the trees marked for removal along the road including a lot along ACC frontage.  There are a lot because they plan to install a ‘scenic’ or rust-colored guard rail.  The plan needs PB approval as it is a Scenic Road, and Bruce would like ACC support.  All agreed that there is no ACC objection to the Lyndeborough Road improvement plan.

Woolsey Tax Bill, 153 Wilson Hill Rd., from Merrimack – Bill   

This is the second time the Town has been billed for this since we have owned the 6.7 acre lot along the Amherst line in Merrimack (The first taxation in 2000 was fully abated).  Gary moved that we authorize Bill to pay if, in fact,  we have to pay. Jack 2nd - passed.  Bill will look into reassessment by the Town of Merrimack, as it cannot be used for a building lot because of restrictions expressed in a consent Decree of 1999.
Round Table
Bill – the trails are now in good shape – Bruce and he have installed about 750 small trail markers. Eagle trail was a bigger mess than he expected.  Jack will check B&M as Bill has had no feedback.

Dwight – a state owned 6 acre parcel at the south west corner of R. 122 and Merrimack Rd. is being offered for sale to the town. Two Warrant Articles will be on the ballot; one to simply purchase the land, and a second for $800,000 to purchase and transform into Recreation Dept. playing fields.

Meeting adjourned at 9:45

Respectfully submitted,

Anne Krantz, Secretary

Addendum
List of properties snowmobiles should be prohibited from and why
JHF/Prescott/Denicola – trail bridges not adequate for the weight; also would have to open Old JH Road.  Access barred from Bedford.
 Lindabury – would need concurrence of ALT and FOTO
 Pond Parish Town Forest – no longer connected to extended State Trail
Joe English Reservation – trails too narrow except for Brook Road/Timber/HB loop, which are high-density hiking trails
Bicentennial Trail north – terrain; access thru Joe English; private land
Arnold/Lorden Trails – access at Nathaniel Drive; bridges too fragile
Bicentennial South – terrain; private land
Huckabee – wetness
Caesar’s Brook – no actual trail; no open space
Scott, Rogers, Bragdon south and north – agriculture
Sherburne, Currier – liability (riverbank)
Bate – access, parking
Boutelle – neighborhood
Haseltine – fragile bridges; narrow trails; terrain
Smith/PP – no actual trails; no open space
Don’t know about Old Col Wilkins.
