BOARD OF SELECTMEN MINUTES

Tuesday, November 1, 2011

Call to Order

Chairman Bruce Bowler called the meeting to order at 6:32 PM.  Other selectmen present:  Dwight Brew, Brad Galinson, Tom Grella and George Infanti.  Also present was Town Administrator Jim O’Mara and minute taker Chris Woodbury.

Pledge of Allegiance

Chairman Bowler invited Andrew Ouellette to lead the Pledge of Allegiance. 

Citizen’s Forum

Chairman Bowler opened the Citizen’s Forum and invited Mr. Albie Sampson to offer information on the community skating rink.  The rink will need a new liner and a water supply would be a great help for smooth ice.  We will still need the Fire Department for the initial fill.  

Mr. O’Mara will prepare a budget transfer from contingency to the appropriate line in the Recreation budget.  Mr. Brew wants the budgeting and maintenance of the rink to find a home in one department.  Mr. Infanti expressed concern over using the contingency fund given the recent devastation to our town.  Mr. Grella said he enjoyed seeing the families on the ice.

Mr. Andrew Ouellette of the Heritage Commission presented a petition warrant article to Chairman Bowler.  The petition warrant seeks to include the Heritage Commission, in an advisory capacity, to assist the Planning Board’s review of proposed demolition or construction of any historic property.  The Heritage Commission would assist in providing alternatives. Chairman Bowler gave the petition warrant to Town Administrator O’Mara and asked to have the Town Clerk verify the signatures.

Chairman Bowler provided a brief update on the recovery efforts following the freak October blizzard.  He also thanked Fire Chief Mark Boynton, Police Chief Peter Lyon, DPW Director Bruce Berry, and EMS Director Brian Gleason, as well as all town employees, for doing an outstanding job under extremely difficult circumstances.  

Administrative Business

Mr. Brew moved to approve the October 11, 2011 Minutes, seconded by Mr. Infanti.  Motion passed unanimously.

Mr. Brew moved to approve the Minutes of October 24, 2011.  Mr. Infanti second for discussion.  Mr. Infanti indicated that neither he nor Mr. Galinson were present yet the 

Minutes indicate they were present.  Mr. Infanti and Mr. Galinson’s names were deleted.  Motion passed 3-0-2 with Mr. Galinson and Mr. Infanti abstaining.  

Mr. Brew moved to approve Accounts Payable Register in the amount of $461,327.59, subject to review and audit, second by Mr. Infanti.  Motion passed unanimously. 

Mr. Infanti moved to approve Payroll Register in the amount of $219,405.17, second by Mr. Brew, noting this amount includes our call fire fighters annual pay.  Motion passed unanimously.  

Action Items 

Motion by Mr. Infanti to accept Fire Chief Mark Boynton’s nomination to appoint Ken Haberland as a call fire fighter, second by Mr. Grella.  Mr. Grella stated he thought the officers appoint fire fighters and the Board of Selectmen appoint officers.  Mr. Bowler indicated all hiring of town employees would be brought to the Board of Selectmen for approval.  Motion passed unanimously.

Mr. Brew moved to accept the unanticipated revenue from the NH Retirement System due to overcharging the town in July 2011 in the amount of $5,850.13, and to credit these funds to the expense side of the line to adjust for the over-payment, second by Mr. Infanti.  Motion passed 5-0.

Mr. Infanti moved to accept unanticipated revenue from the Long Horn Restaurant via Marie Grella to the Amherst Emergency Management in the amount of $148.00 and to authorize expenditures of same, second by Mr. Grella.  The entire board expressed their appreciation.  Motion passed 5-0.

Motion by Mr. Infanti to accept a donation from the Amherst Firefighters Association in the amount of $800.00 to assist with the purchase and installation of the “I AM RESPONDING” software program, second by Mr. Grella.  Lt. Erick Swenson of the Amherst Fire Department advised the board this program allows any firefighter responding to either the South Station or the Central Station to dial a telephone number which informs the program of their pending arrival to the station.  Anyone viewing the monitors knows who is responding to the station and this allows the Amherst Fire Department to respond with the best personnel and equipment resources to address the emergency call. Mr. Infanti complimented Lt. Swenson for his efforts on behalf of the town and especially for the newsletter.  Mr. Brew thanked Lt. Swenson’s company for donating the PC used to operate the system.  Motion passed 5-0.

Old Business

Mr. Infanti commented on how antiquated our DPW equipment is and being required to use it this early certainly doesn’t help.  Our community has standards and expectations that cannot be met with this towns’ junk.  Mr. Bowler agreed, further stating that the DPW has a full time and part-time mechanic and they just can’t keep up.

Mr. Brew advised the board that the Library Trustees met with Ways and Means to discuss the Library budget with the Trustees and the Library.

Mr. Infanti moved to enter non-public session pursuant to NH RSA 91:a-3 II (d) (b), second by Mr. Grella.  Roll Calls: Brew-yes, Grella-yes, Galinson-yes, Infanti-yes, Bowler-yes.  Vote was unanimous.  

The board entered non-public session at 7:33 pm.

The board and Town Administrator O’Mara discussed two potential land acquisitions.

The board and Town Administrator O’Mara discussed a personnel matter.

Mr. Infanti moved to exit non-public session, second by Mr. Grella.  Roll call: Brew-yes, Bowler-yes, Grella-yes, Galinson-yes, Infanti-yes.  Vote was unanimous at 8:33 pm.

Mr. Bowler stated that in non-public session no motions were made and no votes were taken.  

Motion to adjourn by Mr. Galinson, second by Mr. Brew.  Vote was unanimous.  Meeting was adjourned at 8:34 pm.

Respectfully submitted,

Donna Waterman Executive Assistant

Not Present

